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TO THE NEIN 
His moſt Honoured good FIE No 5, 

Mr: H. Th. and Mr. X. Thr. Di- 


vines, and Dignitaries of the 


Church of England. 
Reverend, and my mach 1 
Hanonred good Friends, 


r the buſineſs, whereof I lately promiſed to 
give You ſome account by Writing, being alittle ſtraĩt- 
ned in point of Time, I muſt crave Your pardon, if you find 
not that method and order obſerv d u the following 
Lines, which might have been wiſhed, and that I preſume to 
deliver my The sto Vou la ſuch an indigeſted mander, as 
1 fear I ſhall be ford d too for Wat of time, that is to ſay, not 
in the form of a continued, and coherent Diſcourſe, hut of di- 
Rin, ſeparate Propoſitipns, ſet dow nhaſtily, as Things come 
to mind. However, I think this Benefit may come of the 


courſe Ii , that delivering my (elf in this manner, you 
will, perhaps ſome what more diſtincly, and partic ly per- 


ceive what my mind is, and what ſenſe and apprehenſion of 
things I have: which 1 confeſs is the principal thing I aim 
at; as well to eaſe my own mind, as to underſtand what yours 
will be of the whole matter. Iean hardly doubt, but in ſome 
thingsFou will think de little too apprahadſive, an 

n 


— in ſuſpicion. © But for that (Geathemen) 
appealing to God for the ſincerity of my proſeſſion heyein, I 


think ir ſufficient to ſay, it is a caſe, whereia I had much ra- 
ther be blam'd for want of Dz wretion, than for want of Ar 
#ion: and ſo I maybe; rhough'in never ſo low a degree, an 
2 — * a occaſion, 


occaſion, or means, of preventing the ſad miſchief and trou- 
ble, which I verily believe threatens this Church and King- 
dom, from the practices of certain Men, who pretend Religi- 
on much, but mind it leaſt of all, I ſhall not be unwilling-to 
be accounted a Fool, or Mad mau, if need be. 

As I have already told you, I can frame no particular ac- 
cuſation againſt any Perſon; but muſt confeſs, my Fears and 
apprehenſions are only of dangers and ill practices in general, 
and for the moſt part upon general preſumptions and grounds: 
ſo that I cannot but doubt hkewiſe, that this will be objected 
againſt me, and made a great argument by ſome to diſcredit 
what I ſay, Viz. that I do only ſuſpect, and not prove. But let 
them make their advantage of it. Iam content tolye unger 
this cenſure too for a while, rather than that my Country 
ſhould want the benefit of ſome timely admonition,and warn- 
ing given them, to beware, how they ſuffer themſelves to be 
practis'd upon, to their own and the publick ruine. Dangers 
of this nature muſt be fear d, and apprehended, a little before 
they evidence themſelves, or elle God help us. For the ſatiſ- 
factlon (I hope) of all that will judge indifferently, it may ſuf- 
fice, that with a clear conſcience I can, and do appeal to God, 
the ſearcher of hearts, that I ſuggeſt nothing, either by way of 
charge; ſuſpicion, accuſation, or otherwiſe, which I do not ve- 
rily conceive my ſelf to have juſi and ſufficient groynd to ſug- 
geſt; and to h, and Peak of Things ſo as Ido, either from 
their own printed Books, or from their private Hriting (which 7 
have at times ſeen, and tranſcribed for them) or from whar 1 
have heard from their own mouths, or the mouths of their friends 
and copfidents: except only ſome few things, which here and 
there ! collect, 2 paritate rat ianis, or by way of argument, from 

whit | have undoubtedly heard, or obſerv'd from themſelves, 

and from their Books, Writings, Mouths, reſpectively. | 
All that know, and duly conſider how induſtrious this 
Party is, to purſue and promote their proper Intereſt, will (I 
doubt not) acknowledge this for atruth, That what they hold 
. lawful 


lawful to be done, they may be juſtly preſum'd to de, whenſoever 
opportunity ſerves, and that they ſee it conducible to their Intereſt 
to doit, Therefore to ſhew. how they are principled in point 
af opinion, touching the lawfulneſs of the things here in ge- 
neral charg'd upon them, or ſuſpected of them, I ſhall not 
forget, in convenient place, to iaſert ſome few of their Ma- 
ximes, ſerving to that purpole. | 
One thing I have yet farther to add, not in the quality of 
a reaſon, to move others to regard what I ſay, (though it be, I 
confeſs, ſome little occaſion of ſatisfaction to my ſelf) but only 
becaule I judge it not improper to be imparted to you(my' Ho- 
noured Friends) and that I am particularly defirous-to hear 
your opinion of it. It is this: That being my ſelf a Raman 
Catholick, and frequenting the Sacrament of Confeſſion, ts 
Catholicks uſe to do, I have had frequent occaſion to mention 
theſe following matters, at leaſt the general Heads of them, to 
my (then) Ghoſtly Fathers, as things that carried a ſemblance 
- with them of ver raſh judgments againſt ſo great Superiours, 
and againſt Religious men, and upon that account as being mat- 
ter of fin, or juſt ſcruple, to me. But neither could I ever hear 
any thing from them, that gave me the leaſt ſatisfactory aſſu- 
rance of the contrary, Viz. That i was not is any ſort ſo a 1 
fear'd and ſuſpected of them, (though they were Jeſuits,for the 
moſt part, to whom | made my confeſſion, and ſuch Men as 
could eaſily have given me aſſurance, had they known it tobe 
otherwiſe than I ſuſpeed:) neither could I ever find any Be- 
nefit by confeſſing them. But though I have ever made it my 
earneſt Prayer to God, and ſtill doevery day, that he would: 
give me the grace to judge rightly and juſtly of all Men, and 
not to be tranſported with any judgments, or ſuſpicions con- 
cerning others, contrary to Truth and Charity: Yet theſe ſtill 
continue, and rather grow, and encreaſe upon me, than other- 
wiſe, diſquieting my mind, more or leſs, almoſt every day ; 
being commonly the laſt things that leave me at Night, and 
returning with the firſt in the Morning. And this hath been 
my 


my condition theſe many Years : Which ſeeing that my con- 
ſcience,oathe other ſido, clears me from bearing any grudge, 
or offence of mind(upon my own,or any other Man's acoount ) 
towards any Perſon, or Perſons living: and that even in re- 
lation to thoſe, whom in the general I cannot but think and 
ſuſpect to be very faulty, I find not my ſelf otherwiſe affected, 
than moſt truly to love, honour, and reſpect them for their 
Calling aud Characters ſake. I cannot but for this reaſon alſo 
a little the more yield to my own fears, and think, that in 
fearing and judging ſo as I do, my fear is not altogether with - 
aut cauſe, nor my judgment much contrary to Truth and Cha- 
rity. However, ſuch as they are, in order to receive your 
further Counſel and Direction concerning them, I take the 


Boldneſs to preſent them to Yon, in the plain Form that 
followeth. 
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READER 


c E plexs'd (good Reader) to take notice, that in purſuance of 
c ſame Verbal _— had with two Reverend Per ſons of 
© the Church of England, ſame Tears fince deceafed, the 


matters were firſt committed to Paper, in, or about the Year 1668. TE, 
© ar which time it was much fear d, and tall' dby many, as if fome = oF 


* miſunderſtanding would have happened betwixt the King and 
« Parliament upon occaſion of the then late Dreadful — 
« the City: and the Writers intention was, ſo far as it lay in the 
© power of ſuch 4 private Subject, to endeavour, by giving 4 
timely Warying to all Perſons concern d, to prevent (if ) 
< ſp great inconveniences, and miſchicfs, as would undoubredly 
« have followed ſuch 4 Breach : in order to which prevention, 
« he was. alſo willing for his part, that his Sentiments ſbowld 
« have been made publitk, at the time whey he fir declar d 
them. But that Claud by the goad Providence of God, and the 
© wiſe proceeding of P arliament, m—_— it were of it ſelf, 
© and Serenity of State returning, Theſe Reverend Perſons 4. 
« bove named ( whoſe further encourage mem and aſſiſtance (td 
« ſpeak the truth) was of neceſſity te have been => ro the 
« Publication of them) judg d it net fit to hinder the quiet" cm 


«voſure of things, by caſting in onoht that miohe mode dip ae, 
« — — or 22 foot — — . and 
© diſcontents, So they have lain ever fince in the ſame private 
©, Manuſcript, in which they were firſt drawn - Bot (ai 
wine Provi- 

© dence) 


© happens by the ſame Permiſſion, 2 order ef 
2 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 


« dexre) the face of publick affairs beginning now again to change 
e — to by eat and 7 Rate of — ſo — 
«by confirming, and fully Jufifying thoſe General fears, ſuſpi- 
« cions, and jealouſies, which the Writes of theſe following 
© Propoſitions profeſſes to have had, and to have laboured under 
4 a long time together; to the end, that our great, and high- 
© contraſting Animoſities ds not hurry us unawares; into irreme- 
« diable Evili, the Author hath nom a ſecond' time given his 
« conſent to their Publication, in the ſame form and manner, and 
« without any great alteration from what they were in the firſt 
Coy: Verily judging the Contents, if well and duly conſider'd, 
6 may, with God's bleſſing going along with them, ſerve in this 
juncture of time 4s ſo many ſeaſonable Retentives, to hold we 
«back from-running ſo haflily and headlong to our own ruine; or as 
« {6 many gentle ſuffuſions to correct, and cel the vehemency of 
< our —— beats. a 

It is therefore, both by the Author and Publiſher, =I 
© wiſh'd and deſir d, that hi private Thoughts, hereby made 
«*publick, might be ſo happy, 4s to come to the knowledge, and 
* be thoroughly reflected upon by all the good People of this Nation : 
© and particularly, | cannot but prompt to them thoſe Propoſitions 
* which concern, and ſbew the means of Cementing eur Unhappy 
. and thereby fruſtrating the hopes and Defighs our 
Enemies have upon us, by reaſon of. them ; which are Propp. 
«24,25, 26, 27,28,29, 30, 31, 32. Thoſe alſo that diſcover, 
<and lay open the various, and ſubile practices of our great Enemy 
«(the Roman Conſiſtory and irs Emiſſaries) to-kindle, and keep 
«up Diſſenſions among id us, and by means of them in fine to ſub- 
ect u, mot ſo much to the obedience of True Religion (which 
* they neither regard. nor care for, but only for their Intereſts ſake) 
< 46 to their own arbitrary Wills, Pride, Tyranny, 42d Super ſti- 
tions: Which likewiſe, if God permit, and that moderate Coun- 
«ſels take not better place with us, they will infallibly effet# firſt 
der laſt. Nothing: can hinder, or prevent them, but our own 
Stamely Uniting, and jeyning together hearts and hands, Counſels 
Fad ? 8 & 


an 


The Publiſher tothe Reader: - 
© and Intereffls, Affections, Endeavours, and All whatſoever we 
haue, or can make uſe of for common de fence; in ſuch manner as 
*# hinted in the above-mention'd Propp. 24.25, 26, &c. But 
© for their practices, ſee Prep. 8, g. 10,111; 44, 13, 14, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 3. Aud fivally, that we do mas ùmit to cunſider what” 
i ſaid concerning the Feſuits immenſe Wealth, moſtrunlawfully 
© potten, and ral d together, and of its perilous importance to all 
Princes, and States whatſoever, where they have the lite ad- 
<Uantages , and do pradtiſe the like induftrits for the amaſſing 
«wealth in a clandeſis ne, and leſs perceived way. Neither de be 
« e Monks (or other Religious, I ſuppoſe) fall much: ſbert-of their 
proportion in each bind, that ts, of having, and poſſeſſing exceſſve- 
4 ſuperſluou Mammon, or Riches, and f auaritiaus indaſtry, di- 
< ligenct,. and deſire to get more. For this, as relating tube Fe- 
© ſuits eſpecially, ſee Prepp. 33> 34, 35» 36, 37, 38, 39. 4t., And 
« for the Intereſt and Power, the Conſiſtory, and they, Viz. the Je- 
© ſuits, Monks, and Friers, have alſo nom gained, and do at preſent 
< hold, aud drive on out of Chriſtendom, that i, in the Turkiſh; 
< Perſian; awd Chineſe Empires, ſee Propp. 48. to theendof the 
« Diſcourſe. - , | lr 
om concerning the Author, or Writer of the folloming mar- 
*fers, there needs no more be inquir d, or ſaid of him, than wha? 
< himſelf confeſſeth in the Title-page, viz. that he is, as to matter 
Goof Faith and Religion, of the Koman-Catholick Communion ;. but 
«yet a Loyal Subject, and one that hates all kind of difloyalty(whes 
« ther in opinion or practice as much as any Proteſtant in England: 
« of which he i alſs ready at all times (when —_— to give the 
© beft aſſurance he can, and the utmoſt that the Lam requires of the 
« Snbjetts af this Nation : being indeed one, whoſe private conds- 
© tion conſidered, cannot eafily be thought to have any deſign in pub 
© liſbing theſe his Sentiments, more thkn to be = God) ſore 
« little means of helping to prevent the manifola:Confufions, trou- 
« bles, miſeries, devaſtations and bloud-ſbed ,. which. thoſe hatty 
and precipitate Counſels,. that ſome. are LN too ready te ad- 
Sance, partly out of 4. miſtaken Feal for Religion, (which i. — 
, tits 


. a . 


The Publiſher tothe Reader: 
© truth meer animoſity and hauyhtineſs of ſpirit) and partly for 
© their own private ends, will certainly in ſbort time bring upon 
* his native Connery, far more grievous, than any they have yet 
« felt, or. ſern:in War, Aud therefore prayeth, that his good and. 
0 fel extions being —— his over fights (in caſe any 
© ſuck be faumd to have ſlipt his Pen, worthy of remarque) may 
© receive a mild cenſure, aud be lot d upon as the Effets ( for ſo 
© they are, I appeal to Gon) of à moſt pure, and intenſe affettion F 4 
the good" of this Nation'tn general; aud in particular for the 
Health and Well-being of bis Majeſties Royal Perſon, for his 
© ſafety amd preſervation from all dangers, publick or private, 
© and for his lang, happy, and peaceful Reign over : likewiſe 
© (44 duty requires) for the health and happy return (when it 
Pall be ſafe for bim) of his Royal Highneſs: and in the mean 
time far the imviolate Conſervation of all his Printely Rights, 
© Titles, Dignities, and Prerogatives to him and his Heirs; and 
« for = aing of all thoſe deſperate and deſtructive Conn- 
© ſels — =_ — aid T be wy * for the 
Ns ayer iting f hi ghneſs becauſe is Religion: 
than which 2 — — was, or oy be — 
« wore finadviſed, and tending tothe Nations raine7 or that doth 
© more evidently proclaim it ſelf to be the very counſel, and projrit 
© of thoſe our deadly enemies here complain def: who have by ſome 
F their hired, or brib d Agents amongſh us, clancalayly and un- 
derband procur d it to be ſet on foot, on purpoſe to involus us 
© in endleſs and inextricable troubles, contentions and miſchief3 
following upon them; from which God in merey deliver Us, 
* end canſe u to ſee (I ſay not only the iniquity, injuſtice, illegat- 
© neſs of the project, which are apparent to every eye, but) the 
© manifeſt impoſſibility of ever carrying it on, and maintaining 
© it againſt ſo many and great oppofitions (both domeſtick and 
c foreign) 4s will undenbiedly appear againſt it, when the re- 
c ſolution ſhall be once taken, and form d into an Att of State: 
© Which that it may never be, ner the traiterow phanſie ever 


che thought worthy of motion, but rather be look'd upon with 


c orronr , 


The Publiſher to the Reader: 

© horrowr, and rejected with deſerv d indignation by all the good 

| © Members of our enſuing Great Council, the Parliament, as 
© alſo by all Good Patriots , Lovers and Well-wiſhers of their 
© Countries publick, and common Good, Peace, gy — 
© et, more than their own Wills, private Paſſions, Intereſts, and 
© Concerns, is,.and ever ſball be (as both Duty and Conſcience 
© binds) the daily, and moſt earneſt Prayer, of (Good Reader) 
© Your loving Country- man, and moſt hearty Well-wiſher of the 
© Beſt Things to Vow from Cod. 


Auguſt 25th. 1679. 


N. N. 


A Nor concerning E RR ATA. 


* Pass hath done its part ſo well in this little Thing, that unleſo 

a diligent peruſal deceives me much, there is not to be obſery'd one 
may worth —_— ſave only - the word Hyocrify, pag. 17. Prop. a6. 
ine 11. for which, if thou reade ocriſy, I have no more to ſay, but 
eren Hypocriſy, I hay Ore to lay, 
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The Firſt Propoſition. 


thereof, Vir. ſo much as is grounded upon Chriſtian Tradi> ** 
tion, the Univerſal practice of the C — or the Aut borit 
and Definition of General Councils, be (in my perſwaſion 
undoubtedly the True Chriſtian Religion, and in all the parts thereof 
Good and moſt Acceptable to God, and conſequently alſo moſt worthy to 
be embraced, and profeſſed by all Chriſtians ; Yet through the infirmi- 
ties of Men, and the Vicious corruption of Times, hugely declining in 
point of 7«dgment, as well as Mannert, from primitive and priſtine in- 
tegrity, to my extream grief and ſcandal, I find it to be here in England, 
of all others generally (f-:aking, an affair, or buſineſs, moſt Dxfaithfully 
and Unworthily managed by Thoſe,. who in vettue of their reſpective 
{altings and Offices in the Church of God, ba\ the chief, management 


thereof in their hands, —— N 
* 1 & looqody eme. Ub 7 
| B The 


12 though the Roman Catholick Religion, in the Principals 2 


(3) 

ef © The ingennous Proteſtant Reader will ot (J hope) be offended, that 
© ſuch a Propoſition as this is fet in the. Front” of wy. Senfiments,” it being. 
* meicher by way Challenge, nor out. of arg private confidence, or pre- 
ſumption ſet down, hut meerly and ml) as. A profeſſion of my preſent 
© Belief , which being (4s 1 72 ſincerely Roman Catholic, I thought 
vit not Unnaceſſar) to im i mate ſi mach brisfly in this place; as well ty pre- 
vent Scandal · taking by ſome, who may be too apt to interpret things to the 
© worſt , as to ſhew, that though in the following Propoſitions I be to men- 
© tien with great diſlike, mauy 1 of private opinion and practice 4- 
mong t Roman Catholicks, yet I ds it with a clear conſcience, and with- 
* out any (the leaſt) ppejuaice to thet Raith, which ] hold. in com with 
<rbens, bn the groukas mentioned im the ſaid Propoſition, Fiz, Chri- 
nan Tradition, he Aythority of General Councils, r. 1 


* Profit” Ne... 
Eran IS 


| Who are meant by thoſs, who Wave (he chief management of Catholick 

Religion in England, is {ufficiently known; therefore I ſay in the ſecond 
place, That neither the Confifory of Rime, nor their principal Corre- 

ondents, (which, as I-ſaid, are the Zeſwits, Monk, and Friers, with 
ome few others of the £ng/:&. and Iriſb Clergy, penſion d by procure- 
ment and help of the Fefsirs, &c. and therefore wholly dependent on 
them) do at all ſeriouſly deſire any general advancement, or liberty of 
Gatholick, Religion, nor any General Converfion of the People of this 
Nation from. the Errours of Proteſtantiſm : But only make uſe of that 
pretence for their reputation ſake, and the better to carry on their own 
private, and more intended Defigns , which are £Awbitios, Honour with 
Baſe, Emolnment, Power, eAnmthority, and the like, 


Propofition III. 


Thar if any eredit may be given to Perſons of their Quality, and to 
their frequent, publick and moſt confident Aſſeverations, it cannot be 
doued, but at the. time of his Sacred Aſajeſtie's moſt happy, and long- 
will'd for Reſtauration,. Things were at ſuch a vaſs; and the Cauſe of 

atbolicks, as well 911 Diſſemters, ſo favourably look'd upon by all 
orts of People ; that d.T hoſe, who pretend to the chief care of Re- 
Axion, u well Me at Home 4 abroad,.. ſeriouſly and in good earneſt 
deſird. the advancement thereof, it might have been procur'd, even by 

& - 4 * 


8 
an A& of Parliament; in ſuch ed mexfure, ac chat᷑ lt ſhould fiave dern 
free for them, (1 mean for all -Catbelicht of Loyal add moderate Piu. 
ciples) privately to have exerciſed their Prieftly Function in all the parrs 
of it without danger, or moleſtation ; though not, perhaps, to an abſo- 
lute repeal of all the Statmes againſt it, or em. -Now'what ſhould 
move both the one, and the other of theſe -Farties ſo deeply, and her- 
nouſly ta prevaricate in 4 cauſe, ſo worthy of their beſt endeavours, 
and which they will ſeem ſo mueh to own, muſt be leſt to private con- 
jecture: which yet, if we conſider things well, it will not be hard 40 
mike. 19 12: K 2 ya" * 0 #291 13 26: 


Propoſition IP. 


I ſay therefore, that one principal Reaſon, why Fhoſe here in Ei- 
14, did not effectually endeavour this liberty of Religion, when time 

was, ( ſo as they might and ought to have done) was without dotibt in 
great part their Unwilingneſs to be oblig d to the duty of Preaching, 
which would then have been generally expected of them, and whereto 
they have ſo little Affection, (their Sufficiency I ſhall not queſtion, know- 
ing it by experience in ſome, and not doubting it in others) that in all 
the Zuglih Orders, Viz. of Jeſuits, Monks ind Friers, there were 
not Three Perſons to be (when enquiry was tnade about it by 
ſome that had Authority) Willing, or inclinable to undertake that moſt 
neceſſary charge in any conſtant manner. Not to mentiorr their like 
Unwillingneſs to conform to that more ſtrict regularity of life, marmers, 
habit and converſation, which the Goſpel, and many holy: Canons of 
the Church require of them, and would ther (if Religion had been 
made free) as well for their own honour, as for good example, and 
conſcience ſake, have been no leſs look'd for at their hands, 


Propeſition P. ; 

That the reaſon, why the Conſiſtory alſo neglected this opportunity, 
(and thereby in effect betrayed that cauſe, which they pretend ſo much 
ro maintain) was really no other than this, That they do not indeed care 
for Religion, nor mind, or look at the advancement thereof, either in 
Pugland or any where elſe, farther than i ferves for the advancemem 
of the private and temporal Intereſts of the Court and City of Rome: 
Which, in relation ro England _— is manifeſt enougb, yr 
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lienee, Fiz. that though the zl Unqualifiedneſs of their Chureft- 
men here, were by ſome, ſent from the Cenſiſtery with particular autho» 
rity to enquire into that affair, ſo-mugh taken notice of, that thereupon, 
for. no other reaſon, not without ſome re ſentment, they Voted, That 

it was not for the hongur. of Catholick Reli that the profeſſion 
thereof ſhould be free in England, but rather ſtill ro remain under Perſe- 
cution; although, I fay, this matter were ſo long ſince ſufficiemly ta- 
ken notice of by Thoſe, who want not authority to do well, if they 
pleas'd; yet neither. then, vor ſince, has there been any good. order taken 
for the redreſs of thoſe abuſes, and ſupplying thoſe patent, and ſcands- 
lous deſects, which they found, and made ſhew to be much offended at. 
But on the contrary, inſtead of reforming what is known to be amiſs, or 
quickening up that moſt gzievous and ſcandalous Acedie of Eccleſiaſticks 
to a better performance of duty, lettiog all things remain as they were, 
c rather to run on from bad to worſe; as time in the revolution of a 
_ 2 will further ſhew, to the deſerved ſhame. both of the one and 

e Other. a N n | 


Propoſition PT. 


This therefore may be laid down (I think) as an indubitable Maxim, 
and matter of Conſideration to all Princes, and People of Chriſtendom, 
That the Intereſt of the Raman Court and City, and not the advancement 
of: the Religion; the adyancement of their profit, the advancemtmt of 
their Extravagant Authority and Power, (and not of the true Catholick 
Faith and, Religion without theſe) is the thiog, which the Roman Con- 
ory looks at in all their Counſels and Proceedings: it is the Cynoſnra, 
hy which they ſteer all their courſes. | 


Propoſition VII, 


It is likewiſe evident, that in order to this end, Vir. of advancing” 
their Temporal Intereſts and Grandeurs, they have-wholy.laid aſide, and 
do totally neglect all ways, and means of advancing Religion, here in 
England, that are fair, open and proper, and ſuch as might have been 
attended unto with permiſſion of the State, and had: its effect by rhe Fee 
and. deliberate conſent of the People themſelves, as it. ought to be: and 
think only of. the ways of Policy and Power: of Policy to ſurprize us; 
and of Power to compel us, when they ſhall ſee time: In the mean while 

wait ing 


54 — . 
(3) 
waiting to this purpoſe the opportunity of finding (or otherwiſe of ma- 
king) ſome Foreign Prince, or Princes, our Enemies: into whoſe hands, 


what by the help of Domeſtick Factions, what by their own evil practi- 
ces, they doubt not but to-beable, in time, ro devolve the Sovereignty: 


of theſe Nations, and by that means to promote their Temporal Inter- 
eſts (Viz, Profit and Power) here, more than they can hope to do under 
the preſent Government:: which God preſerve, and eſtabliſh, 


Since the writing hereof (which was about Ten, or Eleven Tears 
© ſince) ſomething has fallen ont concerning bis Royal Highneſs, the Duke 
©of York, which may makg it probable, that the Conſiſtory will uſe all 
their Intereſt and Power to promote his Rights, and Title in Reverſoon, 
To which I auſwer, it may beſo they will, if they can ſee. no other way of 
©proceeding more advant ag eous to themſelves, But be ſure they vill do no- 
thing without Stipulation, and forcing bis Highneſs (for the gaining of 
© their favour) to condeſcend to ſame conditions. er other,” leſs worthy of 
his Blighneſss Princely Dignity and Honour, and na leſs contrary ( per 
haps) tothe Liberties and Preedom of Theſe Nations, How much better 
© therefore Were it, that bis * were called home, and that ( for 
© more ſicurit)) by the Toyut- authority and Votes of Both Houſes of Parlia- 
nent; where, his Rog ts firſt ſolemnly acknowledy'd, Conſultation may be 
6 — freely had concerning ſuch Laws, as ſhall be jndg d nete ſſary 
*fo 


2 


ever pretenſes :- Unto which Lamt, with convenient Salvo's and Proviſo's, 
for the Liberty of his Highneſs's Perſon, and Doweſtithy, there's little 
© doubt to be made, but bis Royal Highneſs, for the full [atisfattion of alt 
the good People of theſe Nations, and for the quieting of mens minds, will 


* reaaily conſent, and oblige himſelf as far, as can be requir'd of bim by tht. 


viſdem of Parliament, 


Propoſition VIII. 


That it is the Intereſt, and alſo the.avowesd Policy of the Roman Court; 
in order to the perpetuating, and eſtabliſhment of their own Domination 
and quiet, to keep all other Princes and People, as much as may be, in 
continual trouble and commotion, and if not in ſome act War; and 
Heſtility, yet at leaſt in. jealonſie one with another: -and-more- eſpecially 


r-preſerving, in time to come, the Projeftant Religion, by Law now e- 
bed, in its full Liberty, with all the Right, Priviledges and Immu-- 
© uities by Law belonging fo the Minifters thereof againſt all attempts: 
©whatſoever, made by what Perſons, or Powers ſoever, and upon what ſo- 


ſuch. 
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lience, Nr. that though the : Unqualifiedneſs of their Churett- 
men here, were by. ſome, ſent from the Cenſiſtory with particular authoy 
Lity to enquire into that affair, ſo-mugh taken notice of, that thereupon, 
for. no other reaſon, not without ſome reſeniment, they Voted, That 
it was not for the hongur. of Catholick Religion,. t the profeſſion 
thereof ſhould be free in England, but rather fall ro remain under Petſe- 
cution; although, I fay, this matter were ſo long ſince ſufficiem]ly ta- 
ken notice of by Thoſe, who want not authority to do well, if they 
ꝑleas d, yet neither. then, nar ſince, has there been any good. order taken 
for the redreſs of thoſe abuſes, and ſupplying thoſe patent, and ſcands- 
lous defeRs, which they found, and made ſhew to be much offended at. 
But on the contrary, inſtead of reforming what is known to be amiſs, or 
quickening up that moſt grievous and ſcandalous Acedie of Eccleliaſticks 
to a better performance of duty, lettiog all things remain as they were, 
oe rather to run on from bad to worſe; as time in the revolution of a 
n yore will further ſhew, to the, deſerved ſhame: both of the one and 
e r. tor 261900 | 


Propoſition PI. 


This therefore may be laid down. (I think) as an indubitable Maxim, 
and matter of Conſideration to all Princes, and People of Chriſtendom, 
That the Intereſt of the Rowan Court and City, and not the advancement 
of: the Religioa ; the adyancement of their profit, the advancemtint of 
their Extravagant Authority and Power, (and not of the true Catholick 
Faith and, Religion without theſe) is the thiog, -which the Roman Conſe- 
Hey looks at in all their Counſels and Proceedings: it is the Cyneſur a 
hy which they ſteer all their courſes. | 


Propoſition VII; 


It is likewiſe evident, that in order to this end, V:z, of advancing: 
their Temporal Intereſts and Grandeurs, they have-wholy.laid aſide, and 
do totally negle all ways, and means of advancing Religion, here in 
England, that are fair, open and proper, and ſuch as might have been 
attended unto with permiſſion of the State, and had:its effect by the Fee 
and deliberate conſent of the People themſelves, as it- ought to be: and 
think only of. the ways of Policy and Power: of Policy to ſurprize us; 
and of Power to compel us, when they ſhall ſee time: In the mean while 

waiting 


. 
waiting to this purpoſe the opportunity of finding (or otherwiſe of ma- 
king) ſome Foreign Prince, or Princes, our Enemies: into whoſe hands, 
what by the help of Domeſtick Factions, what by their own evil practi- 
ces, they doubt not but to-beable, in time, to devolve the Sovereignty: 
of theſe Nations, and by that means to promote their Temporal Inter- 
eſts ( Viz, Profit and Power) here, more than they can hope to do under 
the preſem Government:: which God preſerve, and eſtabliſh, 


(FP ©Since the writing hereof (which was about Ten, or Eleven Tears 
© ſince) ſomething has fallen ont concerning bis Royal Highneſs, the Duke 
©of York, which may makg it probable, that the Contiſtory will uſe all 
their Intereſt and Power to promote bis Rights, and Title is Reverſoon, 
To which I anſwer, it may be ſi they will, if they can ſee. no other way of 
t proceeding more advautageom to themſelves. But be ſure they u ill de no- 
thing wit hout Stipulation, and forcing bis Highneſs (for the gaining of 
their favour) to condeſcend vo ſome conditions, er other,” leſs worthy of 
his Highneſs s Princely Dignity and Honour, and no leſs contrary (per 
© haps) tothe Liberties and Freedom of Theſe Nations, How much better 
© therefore were it, that his _—_— were called home, and that ( for 
© more fucurity) by the 2 ity and Vetrt of Both Honſes of Parlia- 
ent; where, his Rights fir ſolemnly acknowledy'd, Conſultation may be 
* afterwards freely had concerning ſuch Laws, as ſhall be jndg d nereſſary 
6 75 reſerving, in time to come, the Prate ſtant Religion, by Law now e- 


Pabliſhed, in its full Liberty, withall the Rights, Priviledges and Immu-- 


© nities by Law belonging to the Minifters thereof againſt all attempts 
© whatſoever, made by what Perſons, or Powers ſoever, and upon what ſo- 
ever pretenſes :- Unto which Laws with convenient Salvo's and Proviſo's, 
for the Liberty of hus Highneſs's Berſon, and Doweſtithy, there's little 
© doubt. to be made, but: bis Royal Highneſs, for the full ſatufactios of alt 
*the good People of theſe Nations, and for the quieting of mens mind,, will 
* reaaily conſent, and oblige himſelf as far, as can be requir'd of bim by tht. 
viſdem of Parliament, 5 


Propoſition VIII. 


That it is the Intereſt, and alſo the.avowes Policy of the Roman Court; 
in order to the perpetuating, and eſtabliſhment of their own Domination 
and quiet, to keep all other Princes and People, as much as may be, in 
continual trouble and commotion, and if not in ſome actual War; and 
Hoſtility, yet at leaſt in jealonſie one with another: -and-more- eſpecially 


ſuch-1 
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ſuck Princes and People, as are cither her profeſſed Enemies, or dot fo 


much her Friends, as it is pretended they ſhould be. 
Propofition LY. | 


That in order to this end, Viz, the prudent wanag event of their Inter- 
eſt, the Roman Conſiſtory maintains her Inſtruments, and Agents in all the 
Priaces Courts, that are of any confideration in Chriſtendom : Some 
peblick, and commonly known, as Nunciees, Initeruwncioces, Leg att, &c. 
Where they will be admitted: others ſeeret, and net bum to be what 
they are 7 the ehief buſineſs, both of the one and the other (reſpeRively) 
being to abſerve the Inclinations, Paſſions, Humours, and ſeveral In- 
tereits of Thoſe, who ſit at the Helm of Government, or are any way 
conſiderable in State; and accardingly by their dexterous Inſfinuations 
and Compliances to work upon them, and to diſpoſe and remper them, 
ſo far as they can, to ſuch reſolutions, as are beſt agreeable to their own 
deſigns, and to the deſigns of the Court from whence they oe: or o- 
therwiſe, if they cannot, yet at leaſt to ſtave them off, end keep them, 
2s much as is poſſible, from being Enemies, or acting anything con- 
trary to the CoxſiFories Intereſt ; which is, -85 it were, their Aſter- 
game. a 90 $9  %> ** 


* * 


Propoſition X. 3 


* 


That by means bath of the one and the other, but chiefly of thoſe of 
this latter ſort, Viz, Unknown, conceal d, and diſ gui xed Agents, it is in 
the power of this Romas Court, more or leſs, and at all times, ordina- 
rily ſpeaking, to excite and ſtir up (almoſt) what proceedings of State 
ſhe pleaſeth, and alſo to allay and put ſtop to them, when ſhe fees cauſe ; 
to advance, and likewiſe to obviate, and hinder what deſigns and reſo- 
lutions ſhe thinks fit; and in fine to foment and enflame what factions, 
and to daſh together what Parties (and what Perſons) ſhe finds it to be 
expcdient, and conducible to her own ends, 


: Propoſuion XI. 
That as by her private and anperceiv d Inſtruments the Conſiſtory moves 
War, and Diſſention, and is cauſe of much miſchief and diſorder in the 
4 TY” "41: Civil 


erna n 


— — — K — 


(7) 

Civil Government, and State of Princes, ſo by her 2 known, and 
avowed Miniſters, (ſuch as are Nuntiost, Legates, and the like ) ſhe doth 
no leſs ſtudiouſly (I mean in outward appearance) negotiate, and la- 
bour the procuring of peace, and redreſs of publick diſorder. . But all 
for Intereſt ſake, and more out of policy, than conſcience. For thereby 
ſhe maintains her own reputation — Chriſtim Princes; and by tlie 
peaee which ſhe procures, is not unmindful, as occafion ſerves, to make 
her own particular advantages. 


- Propoſition XII. 5 


That it is much to be fear d, his Sacred ( Majeſtis, through the Ua- 
happineſs of his being abroad ſo many Years, together with alf his Chief 
CounſcHours, and Miniſters of State, then abroad with Him, did be- 
come more or leſs obnoxious fo the Counſeis, and Practices of the Ro- 
man Court : and that partly by pretence of doing good Offices, and partly 
by other Arts, ſach Miniſters and Agents of the Conþfrory, as we now 
fpeak of, have gain d too great an influence upon his Alcjeſties Court, 
and Counſels: if they did not alſo force chem, through the fad exigency. 
of their affairs, to ſome compllances with rhat Court, beneath his NM. 
xfics Honour, and contrary to che juſt Intereſts of the Nation. 


Propoſition XIII 


” - That it is not much to be doubred, bur this faid Court, or Conſiſtory 
of Rome, having by their practices with and upon the late V/a+pers, and 
Rebels here in England, and by their Dividing (ounſels, brought' things 
to ſuch a paſs, as that it was both friſible, and alfo for their Intereſt, that 
his cAL4jeſtie ſhould be reſtored; they did upon that account, Fiz; for 
their Iatereſt. ſabe, and not for any good will, effectually contribute there-- 


unto, and by their ſeveral Agents and Inſtruments co-operate, and help 


towards the moſt happy, and moſt juſt Reſtaurat ion of his Sacred . 
jeſtie ro his Royal Throne and Dignity ; and that by the advanrage of this 
ſervice (how much prejudice, and mifchievous differvice they had for- 
merly done him) they do yet hold, by ſome conceal'd, and lefs knows - 


Inſtruments, a great and very powerful influence upon his MMajeſties 
Councels and. Court. bo 


Pr poſitions? 
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(2) 
Propofition XIF. 


That tis as little to be doubted, but the late Unhappy War with the 
Dutch was (originally ) the project, and contrivement of ſuch Rowan 
Emiſſaries, and Counſellours as aboveſaid, who under diſguiſe and ſhew 
of Friendſhip haunting the Courts, and Supream Councels of both Na- 
tions, do equally abuſe Both by ſuch feign'd, and ſubtle pretences, as they 
are ever furniſh'd withall, ard ſutable to the Inclinations of Thoſe they 
have to deal with: as in this preſent. conteſt, with Hoxour and Victory 
on the one ſide , of Profit and Emolument to the other: but with a ſuc- 
ceſs to Both, anſwerable to the adviſedneſs of the Undertaking, and to 
their Good Mill, who really engaged us it the quarrel. 


Propoſition XV. 


Nor can I but think, for the ſame reaſons, that the late Unhappy diF- 
grace of my L. Ch. H. with bis Sacred Majeſty and the Parliament, is 
another effect of their ſubtle, and malicious practices, of whom we now 
ſpeak ; offended with him for being ſo much an enemy to the ſaid War, 
as he is known to have been; and for ſo effectually and happily procu- 
ring the preſent peace: Both which actions of his were little to the 
Guſt, or good liking of the Conſiſtory. Yea, I verily think, if the Truth 
of ſuch Things could be known, and matters examined to the bottom, 
the chief crimes, of which my Lord Ch. ſtands accuſed, would (if real) 
be found to have been the effect of their own temptations, who have 
now, for the reaſons laſt mention d, under-hand procur'd his ruine for 
them: and particularly, that his preferring of Presbyterians, doing ill 
offices, or neglecting the Indigent loyal Officers, together with the. bu- 
ſineſs of Dunkirk, and (generally) all thoſe other matters, which were 
firſt exhibited, or ſaid to be exhibited againſt him in Parliament by the 
E. of By. there is none of them, but (if his Lordſhip were rightly char- 
ged with them) he may be thought. to have conſented unto, and pro- 
ceeded in them, according to the direction, and at the inſtance of this 
Party: with whom, at his firſt return into England with his Sacred Ma- 
1% it is certain, if 7eſxits themſelves may be credited in the affair, he 
had intimate intelligence; and was no leſs confided in by them, Neither 
is it any diſallowed policy, or practice, with the Conſiſtory (though 
they have ſcarce any Preſident for it, but what Satan, and his Kingdom 4 

; Darkneſs 


(9) 
Darkneſs affords, to tempt, by ſome inſtrumems, to ſin, and to proſe- 
cute, and puniſh by others. | 


Propoſitiam X VI. 


Bad Counſel likewiſe. it was, (however unwatily admitted, or per- 
mitted by us) and, I make no doubt, coming originally from the [ame ad- 
viſerz, that his Royal Highneſs ſhould ſo perpetually engage himſelf-in 
Theſe Sea Hghts, as he hath done all along, firſt and laſt : wherein, 
doubtleſs, his deſtruction was more particulatly aim d at hy yhis party, 
than any thing elſe: though hitherto it hath pleas d Almigbiy God to 
preſerve him in ſuch particular manner alſo, as may tell the perfidious 
contrivers of his danger, how much their Counſels are diſpleaſing to him, 
and contrary to the counſels of Heaven. May it pleaſe the ſame Divine 
Goodneſs ever to protect his Royal Highneſs from the Machinations of 
whatſoever Enemies, and from all dangers and miſchances ; and to make 
his Princely heart duly Thankful, and obſervant, of Divine mercies, that 
he may heap more favours and mercies upon him. In the laſt War there 


are ſaid to have been ſome particular provocations given him, and in- | 


dignities put upon him by-the Dutch. Whatever they were, his High- 
neſs may do well to look upon them as the projects and contrivances of 
this ſort of men, done on purpoſe to incenſe him, and render him irre- 
concileable to that Nation. , However that his Highneſs would more va- 
lue his Princely Perſon, (on which the welfare of Three Nations doth ſo 
much depend) than to ſeek revenge with ſuch extream peril to himſelf, I 
am ſure, cannot but be the ſenſe and prayer of all that love England, or 
the Royal Family. A 


Propofition XVII. 


That theſe Agents of the ConſeFory (I ſpeak Kill of thoſe, wha are 
clanaeftine and not known) do, not ſeldom, bat almoſt perpetually act 
contrary to one another, according as their deſign, and the ſubje& they 
have to work upon, do require, and little doubt there is to be made, 
but that there are in Exgland, (and have been all along our late Troubles) 
of this company, and ſort: af men, thoſe that under d{guiſe do both 
act, and plead for all parties: ſome for the Presbyterian, others for the 
Independent; Some for © Anabaptiſts, others for the 7 yen 

a 


ſome, perhaps, even for the Proteſtant Church ir ſelf, and Clergy of 
| . | "0 | | England; 


- 
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(ro) 
: | though moſt feignedly, and hypocritically all, and only to 


drive on their own deſign , which is to multiply diſſenſions amongſt us, 


and to keep the ſeveral parties at as great a diſtance, and diſunion of 
hearts and eounſels as they can, And in this craft they have thriven ſo 
well, that from what I do certainly * from the mouths and profeſſi- 
on of ſome of them, I can make little doubt, but that at this preſent all, 
or moſt of the principal, and leading Men in all the diſſenting Parties in 
England, are, if not brib'd,” or penſſon d, yet ſome way or other pur- 
chas d gain d, wrought upon and abus d (mediately or immediately) 
by theſe Miniſters and Agents of Rome. I do not except that religious, 
and honeſt Gentleman, (and ſincere Roya Convert, 1 hope) Mr. W. Fr. 
himſelf, when living. - wha, 3 


Propoſition XVIII.. 


That the general driſt, and deſign of theſe Men, being to make all 
parties as diſcontented with the State, and preſent Government, as they 
can, and the Governours themſelves odious to the people, to this end 
they want not fit Inſtruments, privately, ſo far as they can, and find it 
expedient, to miſ-· counſel thoſe, that are chief in Government, and by 
the advantage of pleaſing, and complying with their natural affections, 
and paſſions, to miſ lead them into ſuch conrſes, and to engage them in 
ſuch reſolutions, as tend to nothing more, than to expoſe their perſons 
to publick hatred and contempt, and their affairs to danger. 


Propoſition XIX. 


That it is generally (and no leſs certainly) true, both of the Princes 
and People, of the ſeveral States, and Regions of Chriſtendom, that 
they do (all of them more or leſs) render themſelves obnoxious to the 
practices of the Roman Court by this means; that is to fay, by their Un- 
wary and ill ad viſed purſuing of their private paſſrons, and Affections, 
of ibeir private, and particular Intereſts, Animofities, Ends, without 
due regard to the dictates of Reaſon, Religion, Piety, Fuſtice, and Vir- 
ius, which is requilite : ard that the crafty, eomplyant managing of 
Peoples Inclications-and paſſions, by the hands and induſtry of ſuch A- 
geary as 'tho'makes uſe of, is (to fpeak'the truth) the ver) Neptunes 
Trident of Rome , (bac movet & compomit aqua) I mean, it is the chief 
Art and Engine, whereby that Court, (not much'imlike the Woman men- 
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tioned in the Apocalypſe, ſitting on many Waters) moderates at this day rr 
| the 329, affairs of Chriſtendom, and tempers them all to her dun 47 7 | 
Inter | | \ 4 * 9 ü 8 bh « 2's 


1, 7 © Propoſution XX. 


Now, as the deſigns of the Roman Conjiftory are, in a manner, wholly gy; 
"mundane, ſecular, and aiming at temporal Things; to wit, the uphold- ; 
| ing, and ad vancing in what they cun, their worldly Intereſts of Profis, 
Power and Authority, &c. So are the Prisciples by /which they act, and 
the Doctrines and Maximes, by which the Div ines attending that Court 
do inſtruct, and direct them, no leſs corrupt, fpurious, and pernicioully 
different from the genuine Maximes of Chriſt's — Goſpel, and from 
the true Primitive, Catholick, and Apoſtolick Doctrine of the ancient 
Fathers, Evil and debauched practices ſuppoſe moſt commonly a de- 
.bauch'd, and perverted judgment, it being not, otherwiſe, ſo caſie for 
Satan to-temmpt perſons, eſpecially of Sacted Character and Function, to 
the Tranſgreflion of Divine Law, without firſt perverting their Under- 
ſtanding with falſe Notions, and Opinions; by means whereof they are 
made ta think it, either no fin at all, to act comrary to what the Com- 
mandment of God' requires of them, or at moſt but light, and Yenia/ 
! ſin; which · by another errour, no ſeſs dangerous than the former, they 
make no account of, nor ſcrùple to commit, whenſoever their paſſions, 

; or corrupt Intereſt inclines them thereto, ' Neither can ir be denied, but 

| what through immoderateneſs of Diſputation, what through vain ſub- 
Tiny of ſpeculation, (wherein every one ſtrives t6*cxceed etch other”) 
what through preſumptuous, and unadviſed decifion of matters, (not tb 
ſay what through direct compliance with their own, or others, inordinate . 
affe&ions, for Intereſt ſake) the Doctrine of the Modern Schools is ex- 
treamly much corrupted, and degenerated from the ancient Primitive 
purity, even in all the Heads of Chriſtian Morality and Piety: of which, 
with God's help, a further account may be given in due time,” and place. 
Ar preſent it may ſuffice, only to mention ſome few Maximes, that Are, 
more than ordinarily was wont to be heretofore, put in practice, and- 
purſued by the Reman Conrt, 8 8 | 
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(12) 
CONSISTORIAL THEOLOGIE, 


COLLECTION 


Some ſew of thoſe Corrupt, Uncatholick Maximes, which are 
mom in chief Vogue, and Currant at Rome; and by 
which the Reſolutions and Proceedings of the Roman 

Conſiſtory are at preſent governed. | 3 


I, Hat Catholicks may in ſome caſes ſo far diſſemble their Religion, 
T as to deport themſelves, both in Religious Aſſemblies and o- 
therwiſe, as Proteſtants, or any other Sectaries: Which Propoſition is 
variouſly defended by them. ; | 
| Some aſſert abſolutely, that a Catholick living, or having, occafion 
to be, and abide in any Uncatholick Country, be it with Hereticks, Turks, 
or Pagans, if he be not known to be a Catholick, may without ſcruple 
conform himſelf exteriourly to all the. Rites, ad Cuſtomes of that Coun- 
try, even in matters of Religion. 57 ud 
Others limit, and reſtrain this Liberty only to ſuch caſes, and times, 
wherein he is not bound to make expreſs confeſſion of bis Faith: Which 
caſes being ſo rare, and ſeldom, as — are taught to be (Vid. when one 
is publickly queſtioned. for his Faith before Authority, or the like) it 
comes to the ſame in effect with the former aſſertion, Fiz. that where a 
Man is not known, nor ſuſpected to be a Catholick, or a Chriſtian, he 
may, if he will, feign himſelf an Heretick, or Pagan. 
A Third ſort require the Pops Diſpenſation to do this; that is, to 
diſſemble their Faith; and certain it is, if any credit may be given to 
Prieſts themſelves, and to their own Writings, That the Pope doth grant 
fuch Facultiet to Engliſh Miſſionaries , (and no doubt to others too, 
where like cauſe requires it) and that ore tenus, by word of mouth on- 
ly; which I ſuppoſe is for greater ſecrecy, and that the matter ſhould 
not be too generally, or publickly known : the Pope (I ſay) doth grant 
in ſuch manner Faculties to Jeſuits, (and other Prieſts) to diſpenſe with 
© Catholicks for going to Church, and being preſent Sacris & Ceremoniis 
Hereticorum, when they find it neceſſary. =: ©. UM 


\ * 


(13) 
IT. That upon the ſame ground (7:z, the Pope's Diſpenſation, or 
Permiſſion) the Oath of Supremacy is now alſo allowed to be taken by 
Catholick People ; which was formerly held ſo Ualawful: and they give 
a reaſon for it, Vic. becanſe there is now (ſo they pretend when, and 
where they think good) 4 better Duderſtanding berween the CourtSof 
Eng land, and Rome, than hath been in former times. 1 | 
III. That for the avoidance of a greater Evil, which in prudent judg- 
men is held to be inevitable, and cortain to come to paſs, 2 leſſer evil may 
be both counſelled and practis d; Underſtanding in Both caſes the evil of 
ſn: that is, tis lawful to commit a leſſer Fo for the'avoiding of a great- 
er, which by no other means can be avoided. | .. 
They uſually give examples of this in ſmaller matters; as if I know 
2 Thief intends to rob ſuch a poor Man, as I cannot otherwiſe ſave from 
being tobb'd, but by telling the Thief, where he may have a greater prize, 
Vir. by robbing a rich Man, I may both tell him where it js to be done, 
and perſwade him 10 do it, and the lie. But who ſeeth not how eaſily 
the Maxim (if taken for a truth) may be extended to things of greater 
conſequence? As for example, the publick profeſſion and prevalency of 
Hereſie, being in the judgment of this Court i»comparably the greateſt af 
evils, to hinder the growth, and eſtabliſhment thereof, otherwiſe j«dg'd 
inevitable and certain, what other evil and ſinful practices may not, by 


vertue of this Maxime, be allowed, and fer on foot? as the raiſing of 
Diſſenſion, and War, the multiplying of Sects, and differences in religion 


amongſt thoſe who are already Hereticks? What Treaſons, what Maſſa- 
cres, yea even of Catholick people too, if they judge it may conduce, 


or be neceſſary for the rooting out of Hereticks ? 


IV. That the Pope under Chriſt is Lord, and proprietor Genera] of 
the whole Univerſe; and that in order to the Adminiſtration of Chriſt's 


Kingdom upon Earth (of which he is held to be Supream and Perperual 


Ficar, or Vice- Roy) he may diſpoſe of all the Temporatties of the World, 
as he thinks good; and that he hath the ſame Dominion in Things, as Vi- 
car and Deputy, which Chriſt hath as Soveraipy : and that by vertue 
thereof that Text of the prophet feremias (chap. 1. 10.) is literally true, 
and to be underſtood of him, Conſtitui te hodie ſuper gemtes, & ſuper 
regna, ut evellas & aeftrnas, ut diſperdas & diſſipet, ut adiſices & planter, 
with diverſe other Extravagancies of like nature attributed to him, juſtly 
abhorred and long ſince confuted, as well by Catholicks themſelves, as 

proteſtants. a | 
However ſtanding yet, as they do, Uncenſured, and'paſſing inthe 
quality of probable opinions at Rome (where all probable opinions are alſo- 
practicable, when occafion ſerves) whoſe eſtate can be thought ſecure 
EY 9 (whether: 


(714 ) 

(whether Princes or Peoples, whether. Sovereigns, or Subjects) from 
the miſchievous effects of tem ? what wicked and deſtructive practices 
may not the Conſiſtory, When they pleaſe or ſee occaſion, warrant and 
allow to he put in execution, by .canhdence of ſuch opinions? what fire- 
ing of Cities, Towns, FEfcuxials, or Palaces:Royal., what betraying of 
Forts, Caſtles, Places, Ships, &c. what Rabberies, what Murders, and 
Aſſaſſi nations of Men, may not, upon this pretence, be perpetrated and 
done, with many other like out · rages both publick and private ? Omer 
auertat Deus, God grant we may never feel the effects af fuch opinions, 
But if the Pope be Lord of all: (as N not to profeſs, where the 
dare ſpeak their minds freely) and that he may diſpoſe of all Z — 
(our Fortunes and Lives too) in ordive ad ſpiritualia, as they ſay, what 
may not this Nation, and all others in like condition with it, have juſt 
reaſon to fear ? en <a N Kd a 

V. That upon the ſame ground, (Vix. of being Chris Vicar 7 
Earth) the Pope hath, 7% Belli (the right of waging War, and of u- 
ſing Temporal Force] againſt all Nations and People, that live not in 
communion, and due obedience to the Church. 

Now ſeeing he not only accounts us Enemies, and Rebels, but every 
Year, by his Bull of Excommunication proclaims us ſuch, and that we 
are commonly tiled, his Rebels by thoſe that come from him it is teſt to 
common —.— here like wiſe to conſider, ' what clandeſtine and trea- 
cherous miſchiefs may not, by order and direction of this Court, be pra- 
ctis d againſt us upon this ſcore, remembring that of the Poet, 

Dolus, an Virtus quis in hofte requirit ? 
All courſes are held lawful to damniſie, and deſtroy a declared 
| Enemy. | 225 | | 

VI. That in order to the advancement of Religion, and as Chrif's 
Vicar, the Pope may do whatſoever God can do, if it be in his power, 
that is, excepting only Acts of Omnipotency, and ſuch like; and particu- 
larly, that in order to good ends, he may make uſe of evil and wicked In- 
ſtruments; and according as it is ſaid of God by Saint ¶Auguſtin, that 
he doth bene ati mals bominum voluntatibus ; ſo they talk of the Pope. 
The Pope may not (ſay they) by himſelf, or by others, bid any Man fin , 
but knowing his inclination to fin, he may effectually comply with it, and 
make »/e of his ſin to ſome good end of his own. Neither may be bid, or 
command any to tempt others to ſin; but knowirg them to be ſo wick- 
edly diſpoſed, that they will do it, he may place them in office, or put 
them in favour, and give them opportunity with Perſons, whom they 
may tempt, and whom he knows ſubject and apt to be tempted. This, 
they ſay, he may do, if it be judg'd expedient for the advancement of his 
better, and greater deſigns, *D So 


(17) 

So that, if it be for the intereſt, or according to the deſigns of the 
Conſiſtory, that a Prince, or other Perſon in the State and Government, 
be made publickly odious, and contemptible, by reaſon of his Vices, the 
Pope (or rather the Conſiſtory and Court, in whoſe power the Pope is 
little leſs than captivated, as to eaſes of this nature) by Vertue of this 
Maxim may ſet, or uſe its intereſt and power for the ſetting of ſuch Mi- 
niſters, and Servants about him, as hall daiſy tempt, and ſollicite him to 
evil, and to all manner of courſes, that may render bim odious and con- 
tempt ble to his people. wi | | | 

VII. That, by vertve of Chriſt's words to Saint Peter, Marth. 16. 19. 
Nele gaid ſitvtris ſuper terram, erit ſelutm in cœlis, &c. The Pope may 
diſpenfe with, abd looſe al bonds whatſoever betwixt Men, that he ſbalt 
jadge expedient, and fit to be looſed, in order to his Ends, as Pope and 
Vicar of Chriſt upon Earth, But enough hath been ſaid for the preſent 
of Conſiftorial Doctrine, or Maxims. I return now again to my own 


— 


Propoſitions, and ay 
Propoſition XXI. 


That in purſuance of theſe (and the like) falſe and nefar ĩous Prixciples, 
and in further ueglect, yea even contempt; and of their duty, and 
of the true means, order; and w, dy which they ought to endeavour- 
the advancement of true Chriſtian Catholick Religion, Fiz. Preaching, 
Exhorting, Charitably-admoniſhing, amicable, and friendly reaſoning, 
and the like, many of the Penſioners, and Miſſionaries of this Court, 
ſtick not, (where they dare be free, and open) to profeſs, that it is not 
the Word, that muſt do the work in England, but the Sword, and that 
the Piſtol will confute Herefie more to-purpoſe a great deal than rhe Pen; 
with other like ſpeech, which is obſerv'd ſometimes to fall from them, 
ſhewing (as I verily perſwade my ſelf) a moſt wicked, and hoſtile reſo- 
lution to be taken up by the Conſiſtory of reducing England (if ever 
they ſhall be able) to the Communion of the Catholick Church, and 
obedience of the Apoſtolick Sea, not by any fair, proper, Chriſtian and 
Apoſtoliek means, or endeavour, but by Fire and Sword, Compulſion 
and Violence, and with all the Miſeries, and Calamities, that War and 
Foreign Tyranny can bring upon us; unleſs God of his Goodneſs in 
mercy prevent it, ; 


Propoſition- 


— 


22. 


23. 


24. 


(18) 
Propoſition XxII. 


That to prepare the way to this work, and to facilitate the bringing 
about their deſign, it is their buſineſs at preſent, as much as may be, to 
keep up the Diviſions that are amongſt us in point of Religion, and by 
all arts, and means to obſtruct, and hinder a perfect reconciliation, and 
a firm Union betwixt his Majeſty, and the generality of his Subjects; 
that ſo all Parties remaining ſtill in the old Fewd, and at diſtance one 
with another, and all likewiſe more or leſs in diſguſt, and diſaffected to 
the Royal Goveroment,. and Intereſt, we may all, for want of Union 
amongſt our ſelves, be the more eaſily ſubdued, when time ſhall be, to 
the yoke they are making for us, = 


Propoſition XXIII. 


That therefore to prevent the hideous miſchief, that will certainly, 
firſt or laſt, follow, and fall upon this Nation, through the wicked pra- 
ctices, and induſtry of this Party, if timely care be not taken to the con- 
trary, and to diſappoint the deviliſh deſigns of thoſe, who macbinate, 
and project ſuch miſery to us, the only, and moſt effectual means (under 
God) would be, if all True hearted 241 775 of what Judgment ſoever 
in point of Religion, could be perſwaded timely to unite both Counſels 
and Affectians, (for one of Theſe, without the other, will do but little 
good) and to be jealous of every thing, or motion, that tends to diſ- 
union, either of the Subjects from their Sovereign, or of the People 
amongſt themſelves. 


Propoſition XXIV. 


That this Union can never be permanent, and cordial, unleſs ſome 
convenient Liberty of Conſcience, and Free · exerciſe of Religion, (at 
leaſt in private) be granted to all Diſſenting Parties whatſoever, with- 
out exception of any, that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians. 


Propoſition 
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Propoſition XXV. 


That this Liberty granted, and a perfect Union of all Z»g/if hearts 
following upon it, would, with God's help, effectually ſecure us againſt 
all evil practices whatſoever of this nature, and more diſappoint the de- 
ſigns, and counſels of our enemies, than any other courſes, or counſels, 
that can be taken by us : and it being likewiſe a thing ſo conſonant to the 
common 2 of Proteſtant Religion, it cannot well be oppoſed by 
any Proteſtant, nor would be, I verily believe, if once well ſet on foot, 
by any Perſons, but ſuch as care not, how much they Sacrifice the Peace, 
and publick Welfare of the Nation, to their own Pride, Paſſion, and 
worldly Intereſts, | | 


— 


Propoſition XX VI. 


againſt one another upon the account of any differences in Religion, is a 
thing to be wiſh'd, pray'd for, and endeavour'd by all ſorts of People, 
that pretend to Religion, as a thing far more conſonant to Chriſtian Pie- 
ty and Charity, and moſt conducing to our preſent, and future ſafety : 
and eſp- cially that great prejudice, which too many Engliſh are apt to 
have againlt thoſe of the Roman Catholick perſwaſion, if they rightly con- 
ſider'd the matter, both Charity and Prudence would perſwade them at 
length to lay it aſide, ſeeing it hath hitherto ſerv'd for nothing, nor 
ever will ſerve to any other effect, than to be a plauſible, and eaſie 
means for Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Cruelty, and Hyocriſie, to advance 
themſelves into Power, and to exerciſe their Tyranny over us. A Truth, 
which this Nation hath been taught by ſo late and ſad experience, that we 
cannot think, many Perſons will be ſound in the whole Nation to di- 
ſpute it. 


That therefore the depoſing of all animoſities, rancour, and We 


Propoſition XXVII. 


Wherefore verily judging it an Expedient moſt fit for the general, 
and ſecure Settlement of the Nation in Peace and Safety, I ſhall take the 
boldneſs to wiſh, That Liberty of Conſcience to all Chriſtians profeſſing 
Faith in God, and in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt according to the Scriptures, 

D were 
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26. 


27. 


(12) 
were by Act of Parliament made ſuch 4 Fundamental Law of State, as 
that it ſhould be Treaſon, or a Premevire Unpardonable, for any Per- 
ſon in time to come, whether in Parliament, or out of Parliament, to 
ſpeak againſt it, or to wiſh, motion, or argue for the Repeal of it. 


Propoſition XXVII. 


That in fuch caſe it would be the duty of us Catholicks, in order to. 
aur having the benefit of the general Indulgenee, and Liberty aforeſaid, 
to be willing and ready at all times, to give the State ſufficient afſurance 
of our Fidelity, and Loyal Afﬀettions to his Majeſty, and the preſent Go- 
vernient; and of our having nothing to do with the Pope, Conſiſtory, 
or Court of Rome, in any thing relating to Temporal Affairs, or the Go- 
vernment of State, but only in Things Spiritual, and pertaining to our 
Faith and Conſcience. | 


Propoſition XXIX. 


That though the Oath of — yen already by Law eſtabliſhed, be in 
it ſelf both ext and fic for this pyrpoſe, and the taking thereof by 
us Catholicks undoubtedly conſiſtent with the Catholiek Faith which we 
profes, and with the duty of good Subjects; yet becauſe fome cavilla- 
tory Objections are made againſt it, and the pope, upon miſ-informa- 
tion, hath by ſome private Breves forbidden the taking of it, to prevent 
all ſcrupling and diſpute about the matter, it might be wiſt"d (perhaps) 
that a new Oath might be fram d, comprehending as particularly and 


- exprelly all things — to Teraporal Allegiance, as the Wiſdom 
x 


of Parliament fhould think fit to preſeride: But withall by an expreſs 
Proviſo declaring, that notwithſtanding any words in the Oath, we are 
left free to acknowledge, and give that reſpect to the pope, as chief Pa- 
ftonr of the Church, which according to the Principles of our Faith is 
known to belong to him, that is, in matters meerly ſpiritual, and per- 
raining to Faith, and not in Temporal Affairs: wherein his Authority, 
pure Divina, is nothing at al} out of his own Territories: And as for 
that which he claims ure Eccleſiaſtico, by vertue of ſome Canons, or 
by Preſeription, Cuſtom, &. we doubt not, but theſe being all Titles 
of Humane Right. meer ly, the power grounded upon them may, upon 
jut reaſons, be limited, fuſpended, or abrogated, by the Sovereign 
Authority of each Nation, Kingdom, or State, reſpeRively for it ſelf 

| WE ? | : | and 
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and #9 de facto in this, and divers other Chriſtian Kingdoms und Cous- 
tries, even of the Rowan Catholick Communion, it is abrogated, or not 
acknowledg d. | | ; E 


Propoſition XXX, 


That as the World goes, and the Inclinations of People generally are, 
the Parlrament (we think) needs not much to fear, that upon granting 
Liberty of Conſcience to Roman Catholicks, as well as others, tlicir 
Numbers ſhould much encreaſe in the Kingdom , and though they ſhould 
encreaſe, yet the State being 2Mared of their Allegiance and Fidelity, 
what harm could come of it? Harm indeed may come in time by the 
multiplying of Charch-Pagiſts among us; that is, of ſuch Men, as ha- 
ving fot their Temporal Ends, mort than our of any good Faith Been 
ſecretly reconciled toi the Carhofick Commumion, art yt allowed 
their Reconcifers:to go ro-Churct, and carry therfelves;exteriourly 
a points, as Proteſtahrs. From rhefe (poi) there mary be danger, 
and a juſt ck of fear, [eff they ſnouſd be roo apt to ſetve Deſigns, 
and Irtereſts, not muck tetding ro the Nations good. Bur from fach, 
a5 meerly ont of Conſcience, the better bs ferve God, and ſave their 
Sorts; (at leuſt as we verily thick ant Believe) become Carfiolicks, and 
wherr rhiey are fuck, do make oper] profeſſipn of cheir Faith'in'due tine 
and place, (as every true Chriftfarr ought to do) what evil cam be frar d ꝰ 
eſpecially having alſo given Legal aſſurance before ſome Magiltrate of 
their Loyal mind ? | 


" Wherefore, to prevert all manner of Inconvenientes, that might o- 
theryiſe-come from ſuch\-Perfans of our perſwaſion, as do diſſetuble 
their Faith, and mo Proteſtants, when they are not; as 
like wiſe the evil practfces of ary orffer ee, Yr amehts, which the 
. ar their Partizans" may employ, and maltraim amongit us, 
ir is tinmbly propofed and wiffied, char in the condeſcenſion that (Hall 
be made to us (Raman Catholicks) for Liberty of Conſcience, it be et- 
preſſy provided, and enacted by Law, that all per ſons of that Religion, 
not already notorioufly known'to be ſuch by their profeſſed Retiifancy, 
hat, in ſoch- manner, às thie Partiametit 'Mall' preſcribe; and within a 


certain time limited; under pain of Dear, Before ſome publick-Mapi- 
| Es 8 — ſtrate, 
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(20) 
ſtrate, profeſs and declare themſelves to be what they are in point of Re- 
ligion; as alſo what their quality is, whether Lay- people, or Eccleſia- 
ſticks, or Religious: and if Religious, or Church - men, that they be 
bound indiſpenſably by Law to wear the Habit proper to their Calling, 
and Order; or at leaſt ſuch an enjoyned Clerical Habit, as may ſuffici- 
ently denote what they are to others : and that for any Eccleſiaſtical, or 
Religious Perſon of the Rowan Communion to be taken publickly, that 
is, out of their own houſe, or ordinary dwelling, in any other Habit, 


than ſuch as is preſcrib d, that it be made Death, or perpetual Impriſon- 
ment to him. But I return to my proper matter. 


rp XXII 


I ſay therefore farther, that beſide Home bred, and Domeſtick, Agents 
(as I may call them) which the Raman Conſiſtory uſes, and has at com- 


— 


mand in all Countries, and Courts of Chriſtendom. generally ſpeaking, 
and which under various Forms and Alaſques do with RR AY Aigen, 
and induſtry drive on, and promote Conſiſtorial Intereſts and Deſigns. 4 
Land, That Court wants not her like Inſtruments abroad at Sea, to a} 
for her, and ſerve her, as occaſion offers it ſelf, there alſo no leſs than 
at home : concerning whom I hold it neceſſary, and a part of my duty, 
ſo well as I can, to camion my dear Country, in afcw-words, and to that 
end to preſent her Theſe following Remarques. 


Propoſition XX XIII. 


It is undoubtedly certain, that rhe 7eſwirs, partly by themſelves, and 
partly by their Fattonwrs, Correſpondems, and Truſtees, are the greateſt 
Merchants at this day in the World, and the richeſt Society in Chriſten- 
dom; (though they Vow, and Profeſs Poverty) I mean the richeſt, and 
wealthieſt company of Men tbat. are to be found in Chriſtendom, United 
in one common Body, and Partners in one common gtock, under one 
common Purveyour, or Adminiſtratour; ho is their General, toge- 
ther with his Aſſiſtants, reſiding at Rome; and that either in their own 
Perſons, or by their Fattonrs, Confidents, and Truſtees, they do drive 
a great, conſtant, and gainſul Trade of Merchandiſe, both by Sea and Land, 
in, and to all Parts of the World, where they find it commodious for 
them: and more particularly in thoſe Parts, from whence rich Commo- 

dities come, and where other Merchants have Jeaſt Liberty of Trade; 
as 


(22) 
as in China, and the Countries lying that way, the American Indios, &c. 


And how much this Society is link d in common Intereſts, and what Ser- 
vants the Peſuiti are of this Court, is not needſul to ſay, 


Propoſition xxxlv. 


That therefore by means of :hens, and of their Factors, and Depen- 34; 
dents, it is always (morally ſpeaking) inthe power of the Conſiftory $0 
procure what Quarrels at Sea they pleaſe, amongſt Merchants, and others, 
and in ence thereof to ſtir up Wars between Princes and States 
dy Land. The truth of which Remarque, I make little doubt but would 
clearly enough have evidenc'd it ſelf, if, when time was, it had been 
well examin d, what kind of Perſons they were, (Maſters, Commanders, 
and others) who own'd, and managed the Ships on either fide, that 
were firſt, and moſt forward in giving occaſion of our late Wars, and 
differences with the Deich; and will likewiſe evidence it ſelf, when- 
ſoever juſt enquiry ſhall-be made into the original cauſes, and occaſions 
of the preſent War betwixt the French and them, If the buſineſs were 
well look d imo, all would be found (probably) to be but meer Mer- 

chants pretenſions, ape upon another; and thoſe too ( perhaps.) more 
than balf-Jefuited. I might mention alſo their ſo confident, and early 
giving out, that the late Peace concluded betwixt the Exgliſb and Dutch, 
would not laft long, A word ſo rife in the mouths of ſome of their 
Partiaries, and of ſuch an ominous ſucceſs, as ſhewed their inſight into 
affairs of that nature, was ſomething more than of right belong'd to 
them, or than is ſafe for the Peace of Chriſtendom, >; 
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Propoſition" XX XV. 


. That the ſaid Jeſuits being ſo rich alſo at Land, (as tis moſt certain 3 3. 
| they are) .and Maſters of ſuch Vaſt Summs of Money, beſides other 
Unknown: Poſſeſſions, they are able not only to contrive, but alſo to 

carry on, to foment, and abet whatſoever ſeditious, and turbulent de- 

ſigns they ſee conducible to their ends, and to the ends of the Conſiſtory 

from whom they come: Whoſe Maxim, and chief Policy (as hath been 
ſaid) is to divide, ar much as miy be, that ſo themſelves may more eaſily 

rule, and make their advantage of the Diviſion, L 


P ropaſition 
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Propoſition XXXV1, 


: ory 
igning themſelves. of what proſeſſion and party in Religion the 
dle friſt to inſinuate themſelves into the aſfectiom of thoſe they — 
to treat withall, and then to _ 2 further in their 
minds, incenſing Parties one againſt another, and Al, fo much as poſſibly 
they can, againit the preſent — and chief Governours, both 
in Church and State. | ies | 


piu XD 


That by this means, that is 10 ſay, by their Wealth, and by ſuch 
Inſtr uments and Helpers 2s their tali procures «them, it may nor 2 


1G , 


little be fear d, they are able to make what Perfons they leate pus #! 
edlen, or publickly acceprable RY nk ir tobe uſeſul 
c 


chem, and according as ſach Perfons are to ferve, or obſtru&t 
their Defigns : and conſequently that they may have too great an influ- 
ence even upon the Election of Parliament men, (eſpecially as to Cities, 
and Burroughs, if People take not better heed in telt ehuſing) anti 
be able thereby, more or leſs, to fill the Houſe with Perſons of what 
paſſions, and what principles they think: good, rather than what the good 
of the State, and Kingdow requires, May I not add hereunto that which 
report ſpeaks, (but does not, perhaps, intimate the true cauſe, and ori- 
gin, from wheticethe inconvemence ſprings) Fiz. the procuring ſo ma- 
ny. young Gentlemen to be choſen Parliamem-men; void of comperent 
experience for ſuch an employment, and fit only to make upi a Number, 
and to be mifled by others ? ) = 


Propaſitian XXX V III. 


That the Engliſb Jeſuits alone, if their Wealth be equally diſtributed 
among them, and that they be alike rich in all parts of the Kingdom, 
We ok BY where 
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where tfiey have reſidence, are able dy their Wealth (not to ſpeak of 
their Intereſts, and other practices) are able (I ſay) by their Wealth 
and Money only, to bring an Army of Rebels into the Field againſt their 
King and Country; and when they fee their time, tis to be fear'd will 
do ir, if their practices be not more timely diſcern'd, and prevented : 
which Army ſhall march under the notion of Presbyterians (perhaps) or 
Independents, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, or perchance, if any fuch can be 
found out, upon ſome more plauſible, and popular account, but realy 
gather d together by their (viz. the Jeſuits) practices, and governed by 
their Counſels, and ultimately tending to the bringing about of their 
Deſigns : which are to fubdue both Presbyterians and Independents, 
and the whole Nation at laſt to their own Ambition and Intereſt. 


Propoſition. XXXIX. 


That in order to ſome ſuch wicked deſign, in time to be put in ex- 
ecution, and to no good end it is, or can be, that ſo many of the 
French Nation (if reports ſpeak true) are permitted to come over, 
and to fwarm ſo amongſt us, both in the City, and in other parts 
of the Nation, where it is opportune for them io be: it is, I 
fay, to no other end, than to be affiltant, when time ſhall be, in 
fome Hoſtile deſign againſt this Kingdom; and in the mean while 
to fit themſelves for it, to learn the Language, to acquaint them- 
ſelves with the fite and condition of the Coumry, the common Roads, 
all great Towns, Cities and places of Strength, &c. that afterward: 
they may be fitter for Service, and as need ſhall require, the better 
act in the quality of Natives, or Home-bred People, Independents, 
Presbyterians, or others , Serving their turn thus far alſo at pre- 


ſent, that they give ill-affeted people occaſion to think ill, and fpeak. | 


ii of his Sacred Majeſty, and the Duke his Brother; as if they di- 
ſtruſted the fidelity of their E»ng/if Subjects, and intended by de- 
grees to bring in Strangers upon us, and by their Inſolency to ſe- 
cure themſelves, ard awe the Nation: and out of the peoples gene- 


ral diſſatisfaction at theſe appreheniions and fears (be they real, or 


but imaginary) theſe Bowtefenx ( caiters of ſeditious Wild- fire a- 
mongſt us) are not to be taught how to make their further ad- 
vantages, as occafions ſerve them, So that unleſs God in mercy 
prevent, by awakening the People to ſee their true, and truly com- 
mon Intereſt (which is a timely and firm Union of all diffenting- 
Parties whatſoever. in ſuch manner as. has been ſaid, and a good 


Underſtandiog- 
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Underſtanding fix'd betwixt his —_— the Parliament and People,) 


it is very much to be fear d, that fi 


or laſt they will be able to 
bring their miſchievous Counſels to effect, and involve this Nation 
in the greateſt of miſeries and troubles: it being their inhumane, 


and cruel Maxime, which, where they dare ſpeak their Thoughts 


freely, they ſtick not to profeſs and avow, Viz, That this Nation 
muſt be humbled in ſuch manner, or it will never learn the Obedience 
it ought, 


Propoſition XL. 


The premiſes conſidered, Vi. That the Jeſuits are grown every 
way ſo powerful, or able to do miſchief, and are ſo obliged to 
the practice and procurement thereof by the corrupt Intereſts (both 
of their own and other Men) to which they have devoted them- 
ſelves ; and ſeeing they do not mind the advancing of the true, 
Chriſtian Catholick Religion in any ſuch good, fincere, proper, and 
lawful manner, as they ought, but mind only and purſue their pri- 
vate Interefts, Eaſe, Honour, Profit and Power, &c. making uſe of 
Religion only to get Wealth, and by means of that, by degrees to 
ſabdue all Parties, and all Intereſts to their own, which is the 
worſt of all: Theſe things (I fay) duly conſidered, I ſee not, but 
it may be the juſt wiſh even of Catholicks themſelves, (ſo many of 
them as have any true Senſe of Humanity, and do cordially wiſh 
well to their Neighbours, and the Nations peace and proſperity, ) 
that ſome courſe could be thought upon, for the effectual — 
of the whole Order of them out of his Majeſties Dominions; at 
leaſt ſo many of them as ſhould not ęive ſufficiert aſſurance to the 
State of their having no Commerce, nor holding any Intelligence, 
or Correſpondence, mediate or immediate, by themſelves or others, 
with the Conſiſtory, Court, or City of Rome, or with any perſon 
Reſident, Inhabitant, or belonging to any of theſe '; and if thoſe of 
the other Orders, Viz, Saint Bennet and Saint Francis, & c. might 
in like manner ( except before excepted ) be ſent away with them, 
it would be. ſo much the better: Theſe Orders being the chief Con- 
fidents of the Roman Court, and the only Perſons (to ſpeak on) 
that are uſed for the executing of Con/iſtorial Connſels and Reſoluti- 
ons, both within Chriſtendom, and without, For they publickly 
boaſt of their Numbers in all Parts of the World : but eſpecially 
in relation to England, and his Majeſties other Kingdoms, and Do- 

minions : 


(23) 
minions :* which God preſerve in Peace, and always defend from 
the direful effects of whatſoever Traiterous Plots, Machinations, and 
other miſchievous Practices. 


Propoſition XLI. 


Amongſt which the late ſad Diſaſter happening to the City of London, 
(not to mention divers others of like nature happening in other places 
fince) if it were a practice of any humane contrivance, and not a meer 
Judgmem of God from Heaven upon us, cannot reaſonably be thought 
to have been the project, or practice of any other Men than theſe, and 


to have came originally from Rome, and the ¶ vnſiſtory there: who beſide 


the bad Principles already mentioned, which legitimate ſuch doings ar 
all times, that they judge it convenient for their ends, were (without 
doubt) willing to ſignalize that Year ( 1666) with ſome remarkable 
miſchief done to Proteſtants, in check to the Phanſies of ſome in that 
Party, who have had the confidence to affirm, and as it were to predict, 
that in this Year Rome, and (their pretended Antichriſt) the Pope, ſhould 
be utterly deſtroyed. | | 


Propoſition XLII. 


That in Juſtice therefore our indignation at the fact ought to bend it 
ſelf upon thoſe, that were the original contrivers of the miſchief ; nei- 
ther ought we to think of cutting the throats, or maſſacring all the Pa- 
piſts in England for the faults of them at Rome. But if it be found ne- 
ceſſary, that we ſeek revenge, it ought to be endeavour d by way of reta- 
liation upon the place, from whence the Deviliſh counſel came: the ge- 
nerality of Engliſh Papiſts, and even of Pricſts themſelves (if their pro- 
fe ſſions may be believ'd) being as innocent in the thing (both as to pra- 
Rice and opinion) as any other of his Majeſties Subjects, except before 
excepted, Viz, ſome Jeſuits and Jeſuited Monks and Friers, with a few 
others, which depend on theſe for Penſions and ſubſiſtence, Whom as 
I cannot in particular accule, ſo neither will I, for the reaſons already 
given, undertake for their innocency. And if there be any, that will not 
give ſuch Teſtimony of their innocency, and of their abhorring ſuch pra- 
Rices, as the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall require of them, in God's name, 
let them be taken for guilty, But let not the Innocent ſuffer with the 

uilty, a 
er? E Propoſition 
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Propoſition XIII. 


That the Roman Court, or Conſiſtory, making her ſelf the publick Pa- 
troneſs of Opinion; and Detrines, whereby ignorant and ill adviſed peo- 
ple are not only allowed, but alſo invited, animated, and encourag'd, 
under pretence of religion, and with opinion of merit, or doing a work ac- 
ceptable unte God, to concur, and act in Villanous, and miſchievous pra- 
ices, ſo injurious, and ſo pre judicial to all Chriſtians, both Princes and 
people, is in all juſtice reſponſible forthe miſchief done, and may be by 
the injur'd parties, if it be in their power, jultly forced to make repara- 
tion: and that it would be oo impiety, or fin, nor incurring any juſt cen- 
ſure, for Subjects, even of the Rowan Communion and perſwaſion, to. 
bear Arms in ſuch a War; the ground thereof being firſt. legally eviden- 
ced, and declar d to the World, 


Propoſinon XLIF.. 


That if we obſerve Equity and Moderation in our proceedings, we may, 
with God's help, promiſe to our ſelves probable ſucceſs in any juſt, and 
honourable Undertakings that way; being firſt well and firmly united 
among our ſelves at home, and with Friends abroad. But if Paſſion, 
or Fury tranſport us otherways, and particularly to any reſolutions pre- 
judicial to his Mazeſties Sacred Perſon, or juſt Rights, or the well ſetled 
Goveroment of the Nation, or 40 the execmion of any tumultuary Vio- 
lence, orcrucky, upon any particular perſons, only upon general ſuſpi- 
cion; or becauſe they are Tam Catholicks, certain it is, that in ſo do- 
ing we ſhall but give our Enemies further advantage again us, and in- 
volve our ſelves in greater, and more remedileſs Troubles, than we can 
foreſee, By Union, and Equitable, orderly proceeding, (if we find juſt. 
cauſe to act any thing that way ) we may with God's help and aſſiſtance 
he able, in ſome juſt and honourable ſort, to vindicate our Nations ho- 
nour, and take account of thoſe, who, without any provocation given, 
fhall be found to have machinated ſo baſe, and wicked an injury to us. 
But by factious and precipitate proceedings here at home, we ſhall but 
iN waver miſeries and calamities upon our ſelves. For, let the Na- 
tion be well aſſured of this Truth, That whatſoever Indications they have- 
of this matter, they come eriginally from them, who were the chief Actor: 
in it; and that as in plotting and executing ſuch a miſchievous — 
intended 


(#5) 


intended principally to give an occaſion of fome future rupture in this 
Nation ſo in the Indications they make thereof, they look at nothing 
more, than that it ſhould put us into an Univerſal Diſtemper, and in fine 
drive us on to ſome ſuch violent reſolutions as above-faid: out of which 
they will be found (we fear) much more ready to make advantages, than 
we ſhall be to remedy, or prevent the miſchief, when diſturbances are 
once begun, | 


Propoſuion XL V. 


That ſeeing it ſufficiently appears by a Book called, The Afemorial,&c. 
written long ſince by Father Parſons of the Society, in Spaniſh, that the 
Jeſuits. deſiga is, when they ſhall get power into their bands, to reduce 
all Church-revenues, eſpecially the greater, Yiz, Biſhops, and Dean and 
Chapters Lands, with the Lands belonging to Religious Houſes (as they 
{ball be gained) into one common Stock, or Treaſury, to be 


and diſpenſed out by Commiſſioners, appointed (indeed) by the Pope, | 


but (no doubt) nominated, or as good as nominated by themſelves : 
and ſeeing this deſign, beſide the open and moſt execrable Ayaritionſnefs 
of the Projectors, which it ſpeaks, doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe, and threat- 
en an utter diſſolution, and aboliſhment of the True, Right, and Apoſto- 
lick Government of the Church by Biſhops, and Arch-biſhops,&c. That 
therefore the better, and more effectually to obviate ſuch their wicked 
purpoſe and intention, it were to be wiſh'd, that for all time to come it 
be made Treaſon, or highly criminous and penal, for any perſon, whe- 
ther within or out of parliament, to move, or plead for the alteration 
of the Church-government by Biſhops, and Arch-biſhops, as it is now 
by Law eſtabliſhed, and hath been always accaffomed in this Nation; and 
that all perſons frequeming the Pablick, Charcber and Divine Service 
therein appointed; be made ſubjeR to the — JIuriſdiction of Bi- 
ſhops, according as it hath been wont to be exerciſed in the Reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth of famous memory, and of King Zames her Succeſſor, 
and of our late dear Sovereigo, King Charles, the Glorious Martyr of 
Monarchy,and Juſt Government, 


Propoſitim XLVL 


That a ſevere Law were likewiſe made for the preſerving of Church- 
Lands (fo lately and happily 3 out of the hands of Sacriledge) 
E 2 — ̃ 
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and all Sacred or religious Revenues whatſoever, ſo much as may be, to 


their proper uſes; and that it be made highly criminous and penal, to 
move for the ſelling of the ſaid Lands, or applying them to any other uſe, 
than by the Laws of their Foundation, and of the Kingdom reſpectively, 
is already appointed. 


Propoſition XLVII. 


That it is not much to be doubted, but the project (now again ſet on 
foot) for alienating of Church-Lands, to help to Pay the-publick Debts, 
if there be any truth in the report, (which the palpable and apparent ini- 
quity of the Thing renders ſcarce credible) is, in the origin thereof no 
better than a Foxrbe, and ſubtle practiee of the Jeſnits, by that means 
with the Help of their Agents, and Truſtees, to inveſt themſelves of the 
beſt part of them, as ſome think (upon how good grounds, I will not 
take upon me to ſay) they have long ſince done, and ſtill continue to do, 
of the Tribute of Hearth money. And when all is done, the Kingdom 
ſhall have as much eaſe in Taxes, and Publick Charges, as it had in Harry 
the Eighth's time, by the diſſolving the Monaſteries, and Houſes of 
Religion. : ets 


Propofition RLVTIT. 


I meant only to-infiſt upon ſuch matters, as related to the Church, and 


State of England: otherwiſe I could willingly enough have added more, 
of the like evil practices, which (for my part) I cannot but a little ſuſpeck, 
that the ſame parties (viz. thoſe of the Roman Court, and its Emiſſaries, 
Azenti, &c.) do uſe in other 8 Countries; and particularly in that 
ſo important buſineſs of Candia, ſo long, and ſo hard beſieged by the 
Turks. I profeſs to you (Gentlemen) and to all the World, if you think 
Gt, I cannot free my Thoughts from frequent ſuſpicions, and fears, that 
even in this great vir of (andia, the 4 pen proceeds not ſo fait h- 
fully, as it ſhould, to the Intereſt of Chriſtendom, and of thofe brave Men, 
who have to their immortal fame and merit ſo long defended it; corre- 
fponding contrariwiſe, more or leſs, with thoſe of the Divan, and being, 
if not more willing it ſhould: fall into the Tt hands, than otherwite 
yet they are indifferent in the caſe, and care not much though it do. That: 
which makes me have this apprebenfion, are Theſe General Obſervati- 
ons following, 
Firſt, I do certainly know (if their own reports be of certain credit, 
as 
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as I doubt not but they are in theſe matters) that the Jeſuits have got a 
very conſiderable Intereſt even at Conftantinople (and I believe even in 
the Court it ſelf ) by their cunning, and compliant addreſſes, their diſ- 
ſembling in religion, where they ſee cauſe, and allowing others to do ſo: 
ſo that there wants no means of entertaining correſponderce, if the par- 
ties be willing, 

Secondly, I obſerve, that the Perſian (the Turks conſtant enemy, 
and who is known ever upon ſuch occaſions as this, to have found oppor- 
tunity, and ſome pretence, or other, to invade his Dominions ) doth not 
in all this rime of his Enemies being ſo deeply-engaged here, in any ſort 
ſtir againſt him. But tis alike certain, the Jeſuits are not a little preva- 
lent in that Court too, and may (for ought any Man knows to the contra- 
ry) by their practices and arts, help to ſtave off ſuch reſolutions in favour 
of the Tur. | a 

Thirdly, the Pope's Gallies, ſent the laſt Summer to their Succour, 
under the command of his Nephew, ſo unſeaſonably and haſtily return- 
ing. as creditable report ſays they did, and carrying off with them the 


. Gallies of Malta and Sicily alſo, and thereby leaving the Seas free for 


the Turk to ſend Supplies to his Army; which by their faithful and con- 
ſtant attendance upon that Service (as 'twas hoped they would have done) 
might, with God's bleſſing, have been hindered + What can all this ſig- 
nifie, but the cold, and urcordial affections, which was on that ſide, to- 
wards the ſafety of the place | 

Fourthly, the like ſudden return alſo of the greateſt part of the 
French Succours, lately ſent, upon a diſguſt taken (as they ſay) by their 
General at ſome diſappointment he met with, which was occaſion'd hy 
the Corſiſtory. Neither can I have any other thoughts, concerning the 
preſent return of the Duke de Navailes with the Succours laſt ſent, than 
as proceeding from the prevalency of Conſiſtorial Counſels, both in the 
French Court, in their Ships at Sea, ard, perhaps, even at Candia it ſelf. 

Laſtly, becauſe that to be ſo indifferent, and prevaricating in the 
buſineſs is conſonant enough to the Principles they go upon in other c:- 
ſes, meaſuring and doing all things according as TemporablIntereſt leads 
them, and not hing without it, or out of any good, and pure motives: of 
religion. If it be demanded, what Intereſt the Pope; or Conſiſtory can 
have to advance the Turkiſb power, I anſwer, very much. I do not mean 
ſo far to advance it, as to bring it over near themſelves, They are wiſer 
than to do ſo: But to detain it upon the Frontiers of Chriſterdom, and 
there to ſuffer the T«rk rather to gain, than loſe ground, I muſt.corfsfs,. 
Jam more than half ot opinion, it may be both the Irtereſt, and the deſign: 


of Rome: and that for this end; namely, that in caſe Chriſtian prinees 
ſhouli! 


= > . oQ 
'ſhould go about at any time, by the Authority of a General Council, 
effectually to redreſs the many abufes in —— and Church - govern- 
ment, which are countenanced and ſupported by the corrupt Doctrine, 
and bad example of that Court, they of the Conſiſtory may have the 
T wrks power at hand to let in upon them, to diſturb the work. A thing 
of no great difficulty for the Conſiſtory to procure by their practices and 
Miniſters in the Ottoman Court, and which without doubt they will do, 
whenſoever ſuch a caſe happens, if good heed be not taken. And there- 
fore (I ſay) they care the leſs at preſem to permit the Turi reducing of 
.Candia, and thereby making himſelf maſter of the whole Iſle of Crete, 
knowing they ſhall have him ſo much the nearer amongſt us. Whereby 
allo the Rowan Agents, — diſguiz'd at ¶ vnſt antinoplo, gain fo much the 
more credit there with thoſe they treat with, and advance their Intereſt 
in the Ottoman State and Councils. 

Whereas,on-the other ſide, if the Conſiſtery were faithful in the caſe, 
and would permit his Holineſs to give that aſſiſtance there to himſelf, 
which he well might, and alſo to exhort Chriſtians ſo effe ctually to the 
defence of it, as he ought ; and that Chriſtian Princes would rightly ap- 
prehend the occaſion which God gives them, and fend their Succours 
thither in ſach unanimous and conſiderable manner, as the place, and cauſe 
doth moſt juſtly require, This Noble and Reriowned ¶ andia might, by 
God's mereiful- Providence and Favour, prove a k, whereon. the 
whole Power of the Ottoman Tyranny ſhould, in fine, ſplit it ſelf, and 
Chriſtendom be reſtored to its juſt, primitive, and moſt to be wiſh'd for 
Liberty. But alas ! private Intereſt rules, and prevails too much eve 
where, for ſuch good and publick reſolutions to be taken to any effect. 


Pos r-Sckirr to the precedent Matter. 


©The plate is now le, and yielded up to the Turks; but with ſuch evi- 
* dent Symptoms of ſome ſecret Treachery amongſt the Defendants, canſing 
© diſunion of Connſels and ili-management of Affairs, as do not at all leſſen 
© my former ſuſpicion. Aud as I do very eaſily believe what I have heard 
© /aid, That the loſs of it was the Death of the laſt Pope, /o 7 do as little 
* doubt, bat, if the Truth were known, he griev'd not more for the loſs of 
© the place, than that it was left by ſuch # and Comrivances, 4s he 
© ont of Piety wonld, but through the prevalency of contrary Connſels in his 
* Court, was not able to hinder. | 
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Propoſition XLIX. 


A freſh occaſion I have of like fear, from the Taru, (laſt Summer) 
ſo eaſily raking of Camimec, in the Frontier Provinces of Poland. 
place hererofore accounted, and found to be impregnable to all Infidel 
Powers, whether of Tarks, or Tarters, and 2 great Bulwark of Chri- 
ftendom on that fide ; now rendred, as it were, upon Summons. The 
pretence for it is want of, and ſome — hee their powder. 
But the like accident happening, and occaſioning the loſs of Candies, I 
muſt confeſs, I can hardly forbear to apprehend, from the like caſualty 
ſome like Treacherous practice, procuring both the one and the other 
misfortune; and that the loſs of this place, togerher with ſome conſide- 


rable part of their Country, may be but a gemle chaſtiſement of the Poles, 


procur d them by the Conſiſtory. for the little regard they are ſaid to have 
had, in the late Election of their King, ro the Exciufve, that was pre- 
rended unto in that affair, by the Pope's Nuncio. It hath been (I know), 
an imputation laid very much upon the French Counſels, of calling the 
Turk in upon Chriſtendom , which their ſingular prompricude, and zeal 
upon all occaſions moſt conſtantly, and to their great honour ſhewen, even 
above other Nations, of engaging and hazarding their Perfons apainſt 
thoſe Infidels, ſeem to me very juſtly to confute: The French (I ay): 
have hirherto ſuſtain'd that impuration, when the real guilt of ſuch a. 
wicked practice was (it may be fear d) elſewhere to have been found; 
even ſo far, as that with time and the dexterons management of their 
Counſels, the Confiſtory hath now bronght —_ to that paſs, That the 
T urk's power is decome effectively little elſe, but a Rod in the Pos 
hand, to laſh Chriſtian Prinees (and others) withall, whenſoever that 
Court ſhall judge they deſerve correction. And the poor Proteſtamts 
(with many others) in the Countries of Sileſia and <Aloravia felt it ſo;. 
in the late War of Hungary; when the Tu, by treacherous conduct: 
made that lamentable Inroad into thoſe parts of. the Emperour:s Das 
minions, 


Propoſition L. 


Not to mention the horrible Devaſtations, and conqueſt made of the 
whole Kingdom of China by the T artars, and other barbarous People; 
ſome Years ſince. Certain it is by conſent of all, rhe Jeſuiis have.gain'd* 
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no inconſiderable footing in that Nation; and by their own reports were 
no rangers to the ſeveral Invaders, but rather well kon n to them, and 
gracious with them: which can hardly be though to have come by chance, 
or of nothing: but rather to have been the effect, and remuneration of 
ſome good offices, and ſervice done by the Jeſuits there, in favour of the 
Invaders, as (perhaps) giving them Intelligence, inviting, or encourage- 
ing them to come, helping to conduct their Armies, &c, For my part 
therefore I muſt freely confeſs, I cannot but apprehend the buſineſs of 
that Invaſion to have proceeded from the ſame common ſource of publick, 
T rowbles, which others more near us have done: and that it was nothing 
elſe, but the Conſiſtories practick Gloſs upon that Text of Hieremias the 
Prophet, already alledged, Ecce, conſtitui te ſuper Gentes,&c. managed, 
and procur d by their Partizans the Jeſuits, in order, no doubt, to the 
propagation of the Catholick Faith, as they will pretend; but withall co 
humble that ſtiff People, the Chineſes : who will not (it ſeems) be con- 
verted by thoſe milder ways of condeſcenſion, and 7 emporizing with the 
in their Heat beniſßh Cuſtomes, nor with Enropeax Knacks and Rarities, 
(which, by report, have been too great a part of the deans their Con- 
verters have hitherto uſcd towards them) and therefore mult be dealt 
with, and made to ſubmit, by the more powerful (but certainly leſs pro- 
per, and moſt Antiapoſtolick) way of War, and Tumults, Deſolation, Mi- 
ſery, Bloud-ſhed, and the like; The {ame courſe, which, fin ſt or laſt, they 
will take with this Nation, if God in mercy prevent not, by awakening 
our chief Governours to look well to their own and the publick ſafety ; 
and eſpecially to the cementing thoſe Breaches of Publick Concord, and 
Unity in this Nation, which by the malice of the Devil, and the wicked 
practices of thele Men, have been long ſince made amongſt us, and are 
ſill kept up, carried on, and promoted for curſed Intereſts ſake. 

But I forget, how much I am troubleſome to you, my Honoured 
Friends, Wherefore humbly commending what I have writ to your fa- 
vourable Interpretation, and my ſelf moſt heartily to your good Thoughts, 
and Prayers, I reſt, your very humble and obliged Servant, 


N. N. 


Reviſed, with ſome ſmall Additions, Septemb. 2. 1679. 
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